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KOREAN WAR VETERANS WHO SACRIFICED OWN EDUCATION  
TO RECEIVE HONORARY HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS  

 
 

Texarkana, TX – As Texas High School prepares to award high school 
diplomas to graduating seniors later this month, they first look forward to a very 
special graduation ceremony that will award Honorary Diplomas to two Korean 
War veterans who sacrificed their own education for their country.  Although     
55 years after the date they were scheduled to graduate, these veterans will at 
last receive their diplomas on Tuesday, May 13 at 11:30 a.m. in the TISD 
Administrative Office, 4241 Summerhill Road.  

 
Herschel Brown, Jr. and James Spriggs were to have received their high 

school degrees in 1953 but were called upon by their country to serve.  “Many 
American students gave up their educational dreams when they left high school 
to enlist and serve their country during time of war,” stated James Henry Russell, 
Superintendent of Schools for Texarkana Independent School District.    “Texas 
Education Code 28.0251 allows school districts to issue a high school diploma to 
honorably discharged veterans of the armed forces of the United States who 
served in World War II, Korea or Vietnam and were scheduled to graduate from 
high school between 1940 and 1975.  They must complete the required 
documents provided by the TEA and then submit to the local school district 
where the veteran was enrolled in high school.” 

 
Herschel Brown, who will receive his diploma posthumously, entered into 

active service in the United States Navy in 1952.  He served as a Radioman on 
the USS Taluga and was released to inactive duty in the United States Navy 
Reserves where he was Honorably Discharged in 1960.  During his service, he 
received the China Service Medal, Korean Service Medal, United National 
Service Medal and the National Defense Medal.   

 
Mr. Brown worked for GTE Texarkana for forty years as a Cable Splicer 

and Switching Service Analyst.  He went into management with GTE as a First 
Level Supervisor and was highly commended on his management skills.           
Mr. Brown received his Associate Degree in Business Administration from 
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Texarkana College.  While earning his degree at Texarkana College, he became 
the first president of the Texarkana College Student Union.  He and his wife, 
Doris, were married for forty-one years until his death in June 1999.  They have 
three children – Rocky, John and Teri.   

 
“Herschel would have been very pleased that his family has taken the 

effort to have his high school diploma awarded to him,” said Doris Brown.  “He 
knew the importance of education and stressed to his children the need of 
following through on furthering their education.” 

 
Fellow classmate and Korean War veteran, James Spriggs, entered into 

active duty with the US Navy in 1951.  He was released into inactive duty with 
the US Navy Reserves in 1955 and Honorably Discharged in 1959.  Mr. Spriggs 
served as a Petty Officer Third Class, a Gunners Mate Third Class and a Gun 
Captain of 5”-38 caliber gun with twin barrells and was assigned to the USS H.W. 
Tucker, a radar picket ship, and a destroyer ship the USS Bryce Canyon. 

 
In 1956, he began a career that would span 38 years with GTE starting as 

a draftsman.  He became an engineering field man and was promoted to the 
GTE Garland, TX office in 1962 to work in management.  In 1964, he returned to 
Texarkana to serve as Division Methods and Results Coordinator followed by a 
promotion to Jacksonville, TX in 1965 as District Plant Supervisor.  In 1968,     
Mr. Spriggs moved to the Jacksonville, AR office as the Division Plant Manager 
for the Arkansas Division where he remained until 1973.  Additional promotions 
moved him to Irving, TX, the largest division office for GTE, where he became 
the Division Service Office Manager.  In 1977, he was sent to Stuttgart, AR to 
serve as the GTE Division Manager.  During his time in Stuttgart, he had the 
opportunity to serve as a member of the City Council.  1981 brought about his 
return to Dallas as the DFW International Airport Division Manager of the        
Mid-Cities Division and in 1984 he moved into the position of General Manager of 
GTE Southwest headquartered in Irving, TX.   In 1985, he became the Vice 
President of Field Operations for one of the largest service areas for GTE and his 
final promotion came in 1988 as Vice President and General Manager of the 
South Central Region.  Mr. Spriggs retired from GTE in 1993. 

 
With his successful management talent, retirement didn’t last long when in 

1995 the Irving/Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce requested that he consider 
serving as Interim CEO.  As he put it, “I suddenly became the Swede Lee of 
Irving,” in a nod to former Texarkana Chamber of Commerce President Robert 
“Swede” Lee.  The interim position quickly expanded and Mr. Spriggs ended a 
second career ten years later in 2004. 

 
During his careers, Mr. Spriggs received his Associate Degree in Arts & 

Sciences from Mountain View Community College in 1974 and was a charter 
student at University of Texas at Dallas in 1975.  He currently has eighteen hours 
remaining in his pursuit of a Bachelor of Arts degree in Interdisciplinary studies 
from University of Texas – Arlington. 
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Over the years, Mr. Spriggs had received many accolades from cities, the 
state and the Chamber of Commerce but it had always bothered him that he did 
not have his high school diploma.  “It was something that I missed having,” 
commented Mr. Spriggs.  “I was very fortunate to have had the successful 
business career that I had, however, I believe I could have been president of 
GTE had I had a high school diploma.”  Mr. Spriggs and his wife, Carolyn, have 
been married for 52 years and have two children – Deborah and Larry. 

 
Last May, Mr. Spriggs had read about a former Texas High School student 

who was to graduate in 1970 but was called to duty in Vietnam in 1968.  The 
story went on to say how his wife had contacted Texas High School upon 
receiving word that the State of Texas Education Code which allowed only 
veterans of World War II had been amended to include Vietnam and Korean War 
veterans.  By working with TISD, her husband enjoyed the opportunity to receive 
his high school diploma thirty-seven years later.  Mr. Spriggs realized the diploma 
that he had always missed was just a phone call away. 
 
 He contacted TISD and began work with Tina Veal-Gooch, Director of 
Public Relations, who informed him that everything could be completed and 
ready for the 2008 commencement ceremonies or a private ceremony could be 
held for he and his family.  Mr. Spriggs next call was to his dear friend’s widow, 
Doris Brown, who he knew would want to take the opportunity to honor her 
husband and his desire to complete his high school education.  “Being able to 
work with Mr. Spriggs and Mrs. Brown in their efforts has been rewarding,” 
commented Veal-Gooch.  “The previous TEC code only included World War II 
veterans but was amended in 2005 to include Vietnam and Korean War 
veterans.  Mr. Spriggs and Mr. Brown are the first Korean War veterans to return 
to Texas High School to receive their honorary degree and we applaud the 
efforts of our fellow Texas High Tigers who sacrificed their educational 
opportunities to serve our country in an effort to make the world we live in better.” 

 
The story of Mr. Brown and Mr. Spriggs began as boyhood friends and 

school mates in Texarkana when an outbreak of war ended their high school 
education.  Today their story comes full circle with the completion of a high 
school education being realized. 
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